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Our people has a great and rich history to be proud of. Our
people has an ancient history of statehood as well. Mighty
states have emerged on the Azerbaijani lands since the ancient
times. Our medieval period was rich in great examples of
statehood. The states of Shirvanshahs, Atebeys, Aqqoyunlu,
Qaraqoyunlu, Safavids, later the Azerbaijani khanates were
all part of our statehood history. The Azerbaijani Democratic
Republic was established in 1918. The period from 1920 to
1991 was a special stage in our history. Though Azerbaijan was
not an independent state, it went through great development.
Finally, Azerbaijan gained its independence at the end of
1991.
Heydar Aliyev
National leader of the Azerbaijani people
Dear readers!
This New Book published by Heydar Aliyev Heritage Research
Center (www.aliyevheritage.org) presents the maps of the historical
Azerbaijani states and conveys information on them. Both archeological excavations and ancient sources prove that advanced culture and
large states existed in the territory of Azerbaijan in the millennia BC.
The Book starts with the reference on the Mannaean kingdom,
which occupies an important place in the history of Azerbaijan. The
Mannaean state existed for about 300 years and resisted the attacks of
its mighty neighbors. There is also information on the Median Empire, the Scythian Kingdom, Atropatene and the Caucasian Albania,
which once emerged in our territory as powerful states.
The reign of Shirvanshahs lasted for nearly a thousand years, as
well as other medieval states, such as the Sajids, Salarids, Ravvadids
and Shaddadids which also played a significant role in the evolution
of nationality, common language and culture of the Azerbaijani people. The states of the Azerbaijani Atabegs and Safavids have written
brilliant pages of our statehood history.
The states of Qaraqoyunlu, Aqqoyunlu and Safavids ruled by the
Azerbaijani dynasties helped expansion of the Azerbaijani language.
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The khanates of Azerbaijan mostly appeared upon the death of Nader
Shah.
The establishment of the Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan
was a remarkable socio-political event in our history. Democracy and
democratic governance were founded during the ADR. The Azerbaijan SSR was proclaimed after the collapse of the Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan as a result of the aggression of the Soviet Russia.
During the Soviet years, very rich economic and intellectual potential
was formed in Azerbaijan.
Finally, the Azerbaijani Republic regained its independence in
1991. Our national leader Heydar Aliyev said: “The biggest achievement of the Azerbaijani people in the 20th century was, undoubtedly,
the establishment of an independent Azerbaijani state. Restoring its
independence, Azerbaijan put the strong foundation of a democratic,
legal and secular state.”
Azerbaijan became a member of a number of international and
regional organizations, such as the UN, ICO, OSCE, Council of Europe. The Treaty on Partnership and Cooperation signed on April 22,
1996, founded the legal basis of the relations between Azerbaijan and
the EU. These relations started dynamic development within a short
time. The Azerbaijani delegation is a member of the Parliamentary
Assembly of EURONEST created within the framework of the Eastern Partnership of the European Union.
Along with the members of the European parliament, legislative
bodies of Azerbaijan, Armenia, Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine are
represented in this respected organization. Therefore, the publication
of the Book also in Armenian, Georgian, Moldovan, and Ukrainian,
alongside Azerbaijani and English is highly appreciable.
I think that This Book will be very interesting for the readers, who
are interested in the statehood history of Azerbaijan.
Elkhan Suleymanov
President of ACSDA (Association for Civil Society Development
in Azerbaijan), Member of the Parliament from Shamakhi, Chairman
of the Azerbaijani delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of EURONEST, Member of the Azerbaijani delegation to the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe
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Kingdom of
Mannaea

The name of Mannaea was first mentioned in an Assyrian chronicle in 843 BC.
The Mannaeans strove to maintain their
independence on the background of persistent struggle between Assyria and Urartu for seizing the lands around Lake Urmia. The Mannaean kingdom ﬂourished
during the reign of Iranzu. Having turned
into a superpower in the ancient East at
the end of VIII and in the beginning of VII
centuries BC, Mannaea covered the lands
around Lake Urmia and most of the basin of and southern areas from the River
Giziluzen. In the mid of the 7th century
BC Mannaea declined and was conquered
by the Medes in 590 BC. Its capital was
Izirtu. n

Khanates of Azerbaijan
Democratic Republic of
Azerbaijan
Soviet Socialist Republic
of Azerbaijan
Republic of Azerbaijan
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Kingdom of
Media

The Median tribal confederation
emerged in the provinces east and southeast to Mannaea. As a result of a strong
national uprising led by Kashtariti, the
Assyrians were driven out of Media and
the kingdom of Media was established.
Having conducted a range of reforms in
the army, King Cyaxares launched largescale invasions. Following the victory
over the Assyrian kingdom, Media became a superpower in the Near East. The
annexation of Mannaea by Media gave
another impetus to the latter. Highly developed agriculture and craftsmanship of
Mannaea, which became the cultural and
economic center of Media, played an important role in its economic progress. The
Kingdom of Media collapsed in 550 BC
and was incorporated into the Ahaemenid
Empire. Its capital was Ecbatana. n

Soviet Socialist Republic
of Azerbaijan
Republic of Azerbaijan
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Scythian
kingdom
According to the ancient Oriental
sources, the birth of the Scythian kingdom in the 670s BC was an important
factor in the military and political life of
the Near East for several decades. Scythia covered a territory between the River
Kura and the Mannaean lands around
Lake Urmia. In the 590s BC, the Scythian kingdom was a formidable force. It
had a relatively stable area in Azerbaijan and existed at least 80 years. The full
domination of the Scythian kingdom in
the Near Asia probably ended 620-610s
BC. The Medes appeared as a new power in Asia. Though it ceased to exist, its
population, including Scyths, Ortokorybants and Sakas continued to dwell in
the territory of Azerbaijan.n

Democratic Republic of
Azerbaijan
Soviet Socialist Republic
of Azerbaijan
Republic of Azerbaijan
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MediaAtropatene
Established by Atropat in 321 BC.
Officially its name was Media, which
was frequently referred to by the ancient
sources as Atropatene based upon the
name of its founder. The kingdom was
located around Lake Urmia and along the
River Arax (Southern Azerbaijan, Iranian
Kurdistan, and in different periods some
areas of the Northern Azerbaijan). According to the ancient sources, during the
reign of King Artabazanes (220s BC) the
territory of Atropatene reached up to the
River Rioni and included some parts of
Iberia. The country was annexed by the
Sassanid king Shapur I in 244. Referred to
as Āturpātākān (“protected by fire”) in the
Middle Persian sources, Atropatene was
part of the Sassanid Empire from III century. The concept of Azerbaijan, as well as
related political and ethno-cultural events
and conditions emerged in the period of
Atropatene. Its capital was Gazaka (Ganzak). n

Republic of Azerbaijan
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Caucasian
Albania

It is considered that Albania as a state existed in IV-III centuries BC. It bordered with the
Caucasian Mountains in the north, the Caspian Sea in the east, Iberia in the west, Armenia
in the south-west, Atropatene in the south. It
means that the territory of the ancient Albania
included the present-day Republic of Armenia,
a large part of the present Republic of Armenia, southern part of the Republic of Daghestan
(Russian Federation), the valley of the Alazani and Iori rivers in Georgia. According to the
antique, Albanian and other sources, 26 tribes
settled in Albania. The name Albania comes
from the Albans, one of the biggest tribes in
the Northern Azerbaijan. In the ancient times,
Albania stood persistently against the alien invaders and could maintain its independence.
According to a tradition referred to by the Albanian historian Movses Kaghankatvatsi, Albania
was ruled by King Aran in I century BC. Then
the territory of Albania stretched from the River
Arax up to Khunakert castle (Kazakh-Borchali region). In 262, the state was incorporated
into the Sassanid Empire. In 314, the Albanian
ruler Urnair adopted Christianity as an official
religion. As a result of the invasions of Arabs,
Albania ceased to exist in 705. Its capitals were
Kabala (Qabala) and Barda. n
25
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State of
Shirvanshahs

The abolition of the Albanian Arshakid dynasty
by the Sassanids at the beginning of the 6th century
created a foundation for a new entity ruled by the
sovereigns titled the Shirvanshahs in the ancient
Shirvan land, as well as in the basin of the rivers
of Shabranchay and Gilginchay. Its northern border
was Derbent. According to historical traditions, the
establishment of this state was connected with the
Sassanid Emperor Ardashir I (224-241) or Khosrow Anushirevan I (531-579). There is no information on the names of the first Shirvanshahs. It should
be noted that the Shirvanshahs struggled for independence and controlled their country independently throughout history. Nevertheless, while under
the rule of invaders, the Shirvanshahs served as
vassals and paid taxes to their suzerains. During the
occupation of Arabs (X century and later), Shirvan
bordered with the south-eastern foothills of the Caucasian Mountains to the north, the Kura separating
Shirvan from Arran and Mughan to the south-west,
the River Ganikh (Alazani) River to the north-west,
the Caspian Sea to the east. Despite the heroic struggle of Shirvanshahs in the tenth century for independence, they were virtually eliminated after 1538.
They collapsed under the pressure of the emerging
Azerbaijani Safavid state. The capital of Shirvan
was Shamakhi. In the 15th century the capital was
moved to Baku, which had already been the residence of the Shirvanshahs since the 12th century.n
29
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The Sajid state
The decline of the Arab Caliphate at the
end of the 9th century led to the establishment
of independent and semi-independent states
in the territory of Azerbaijan. During that period a new state founded by the Sajid dynasty
emerged in the south (898-941). It was established by Muhammad ibn Abi’l-Saj Diwdad,
Caliph`s Turkish commander originally from
Ushrusana. The most peominent representative of the Sajids was Yusuf Ibn Abi’l-Saj,
who managed to unite all the Azerbaijani
lands within an independent state for the first
time. The areas from Ani and Dvin in the west
to the Caspian Sea in the east, from Zanjan
in the south, to Derbent in the north became
subject to the Sajids. In 941, Marzuban ibn
Muhammad, son of the ruler of Daylam from
the Salarid dynasty, put an end to the reign of
the Sajids over Azerbaijan. Its capitals were
Maraga and Ardebil. n

The Salarid state
The Salarid state (941-983) was founded
by Marzuban ibn Muhammad in 941. During
his reign the boundaries of the Salarids coincided with the boundaries of the most developed period of the Sajids. Having taken
33
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control over almost entire Azerbaijan, Marzuban ibn Muhammad confirmed his domination over Armenia as well and forced the
Shirvanshahs, who previously paid taxes
to the Sajids, to pay tribute to him. Thus,
the borders of the territories subject to the
Salarids reached Derbent in the north. The
Ravvadid dynasty put an end to the Salarid
state in 981. Its capital was Ardebil. n

Ravvadid
state

The Ravvadid state played an important role in the history of Azerbaijan for
about one century since the end of the 10th
century (983-1060 and 1107-1177) in the
south of Azerbaijan. During the decline
of the Salarid state circa 950s, Muhammad ibn Hussein, a representative of the
Ravvadid dynasty seized some lands of
Azerbaijan. In 956-957, he conquered Tabriz and its neighborhood. The wars culminating in the end of the 970s ended with
the victory of Abulheija, son of Hussein
over the Salarid ruler Ibrahim. Abulheija
also succeeded in conquering the Salarid
lands south to the River Arax and incorporated them to his possessions. During
34
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the marches of the Seljuqs to the Southern
Caucasus, the territory of Ravvadid covered the entire Southern Azerbaijan. Upon
the siege of Tabriz by the Seljuq Sultan
Toghrul in 1060, Mamlan II declared himself a subject of Sultan. After losing their
political power, the Ravvadids could not
regain their might. Only 1107-1108 sources mention the ruler of Maragha Ahmadili
ibn Ibrahim ibn Wahsudan ar-Ravvadid,
who took control over the south-western
lands of Azerbaijan. Following the murder
of Ahmadili in the Caliph`s court in Baghdad in 1116-1117, the Ravvadid dynasty
was wiped off history. Its capitals were
Tabriz and Maragha. n
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Shaddadids
state

The Shaddadid dynasty, who played
an active role in the military and political history of Azerbaijan and neighboring countries, was in power in the
Southern Caucasian emirates of Ganja,
Nakhichevan, Dvin, and Ani from the
mid pf the 10th century until the end
of the 12th century. Using the difficult
situation in the Salarid state in 951, the
founder of the Kurdish Shaddadid dynasty Muhammad bin Shaddadid, as
well as his sons Abulhasan Ali Lashkari
and Fazl expanded the struggle for the
lands possessed by the Salarids. In 971,
Lashkari took power in Ganja with the
help of his brother Fazl, who was serving the Salarids. Thus, the Shaddid state
was established with its capital in Ganja. According to the treaty concluded
after the unsuccessful siege of Ganja by
the Salarid ruler Ibrahim the most part
of Arran (Barda, Shamkir, Nakhichevan
and other lands) passed to the Shaddadids. The Seljuqs put an end to the existence of the Shaddadid state in 1075. n

Republic of Azerbaijan
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State of Atabeys
(Ildenizids)
of Azerbaijan
The independent sultanates, which
emerged after the decline of the
Seljuqs, originated new state entities. The founders of those states
were the former slaves (mamluks)
of the Seljuq sultans. Atabey (literally “father lord” in Turkic languages) was the title conferred
upon the Turkic slave officers
who served as mentors of the Seljuq princes. The founder of the
Azerbaijani Atabeys (1136-1225)
was Shams ad-Din Ildeniz. Upon
the death of Toghrul II, in 1136,
Atabey Ildeniz married his widow
Momune Khatun and was appointed by Sultan Masud the governor
of Arran with his residence in Ganja. Soon Ildeniz subordinated all
emirs of Arran and became almost
an independent ruler of the region on the eve of Sultan Masud`s
death. Soon after Ildeniz subordi43
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nated Shirvan as well. Following
the death of Chavli, Sultan Masud`s
representative in Azerbaijan in
1146, Ildeniz, using the chaos, annexed the province of Nakhichevan
and moved his capital to Nakhichevan. In 1161, the troops of Shams
ad-Din Ildeniz seized Hamadan and
his juvenile stepson Arslan ascended to the throne of the sultanate of
Iraq. Hamadan became the capital
of Sultan Arslan Shah and Atabey
Ildeniz. After the proclamation Arslan Shah was sultan of the country, his Atabey was declared “Ulu
Atabey” (“Great Atabey”). Thus,
Shams ad-Din Ildeniz became the
real head of the sultanate of Iraq.
Since then the title “Atabey” lost
its original meaning as “the guardian of the prince” and was understood as the supreme title of a ruler.
In different periods the Atabeys of
Azerbaijan consisted of large provinces and regions, with no clearly
defined boundaries. Azerbaijan,
Arran (Nakhichevan), Persian Iraq,
Rey, and Hamadan were always
parts of this state. Upon the death of

44
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Atabey Uzbek during the marches of Khwarezmian Shah Jalal
ad-Din to Azerbaijan in 1225, the
Atabeys of Azerbaijan ceased its
existence. n

45
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Qaraqoyunlu
state
The Qaraqoyunlu Oghuz tribes, who
took part in the formation of the Azerbaijani people in VI-VII centuries,
participated in the military and political life of this state. In the spring of
1408, the head of the Qaraqoyunlu
tribal federation Qara Yusif defeated
the Timurid troops and drove them out
of Azerbaijan. Afterwards the struggle
between Qara Yusif and Sultan Ahmad
Jalairid over the power in Azerbaijan
started. In August 1410, Qara Yusif defeated Sultan Ahmad near Tabriz and
executed him. A new Azerbaijani state
of Qaraqoyunlu (1410-1467) emerged
in the area south to the Kura. Its capital was Tabriz. In different periods, the
territory of the state included not only
the Southern Azerbaijan, but a also part
of Georgia, Armenia, Kurdistan, Iraq,
and the Western Iran. The Qaraqoyunlu
state fell at the end of 1467 and a new
entity named Aqqoyunlu led by Uzun
Hassan rose on its ruins. n
49
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Aqqoyunlu
state

In VI-VII centuries the Aqqoyunlu
tribes dwelled in the area between the
Caucasus Major and the River Arax.
Some of those tribes later settled in
the east of the Asia Minor (Eastern
Anatolia), Diyarbakir and Iraq. With
the brave military leader and wise
statesman Uzun Hassan`s ascention to
power in 1453, the Aqqoyunlu tribal
federation headquartered in Diyarbakir became mightier. In 1467, Uzun
Hassan put an end to the Qaraqoyunlu
state. In 1468, he occupied the entire
territory of the Qaraqoyunlu state and
moved his capital from Diyarbakir to
Tabriz. As a result of his brilliant victories achieved within a short period,
Uzun Hassan annexed the Azerbaijani
lands south to the Kura and the Western Azerbaijan besides Diyarbakir,
Kurdistan, a part of Georgia, including
Tbilisi, a large part of Iran and Iraq.
Uzun Hassan created a vast empire
stretching from Khorasan to Karaman
beyhood, on the Mediterranean coast.
Under his leadership, the Aqqoyunlu
50
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Empire turned into one of the most
powerful states of the Near and Middle East. After Uzun Hassan`s death,
the Aqqoyunlu state eventually declined because of internal frictions.
In 1499, it was divided into two. In
1501, it was replaced by the Safavid state established by Shah Ismail,
grandson of Uzun Hassan. n
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In XVI century Azerbaijan was the
socio-economic, political, cultural, and ideological center of the
Safavid state (1501-1736). It included Azerbaijan, Iran, the Southern Turkmenistan, present-day Afghanistan (excluding the province
of Balkh), the Arabian Iraq and
other territories. The Azerbaijani Safavid state was founded by
Shah Ismail I. Having received an
excellent education, Ismail began
his military and political activity
since 1499, ascended to the throne
in 1501 and turned his new state
into a mighty empire. The name
of the ruling Turkic dynasty of the
state is connected with the name of
Sheikh Safi-ad-din Ardabili, head
of Safaviyya order. The capitals
of the Safavid state were Tabriz
55
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(1501-1555), Gazwin (1555-1598)
and Isfahan (since 1598). Its most
socially, economically and culturally developed province was Azerbaijan. The Azerbaijani Qizilbash
tribes (hence the Safavid state is
sometimes named Qizilbash state)
and the Ardabil feudals played a
leading role in the government.
Shah Tahmasib I, son of Shah Ismail I, continued the policy of
unification of the Azerbaijani territories. In 1538, the Shirvanshah
state was abolished and incorporated into the Safavids. In 1551,
the territory of Shaki became part
of the state. The Safavid state entered a period of deep economic
and political decline at the end
of XVII century. In the coronation ceremony held in Mughan in
March 1736, Nader Afshar was
proclaimed shah by the assembled

56
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feudals, thus, effectively ending
the formal power of the Safavid
dynasty. n
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Khanates of
Azerbaijan

The history of Azerbaijan in the second half
of the 18th century there were independent
and semi-dependent states named khanates.
The birth of the first independent khanates
in the territory of Azerbaijan dates back the
1740s. Some of them appeared after the fall
of the rule of Nader Shah while the others
were established during his reign as a result
of the struggle against Iran.
Shaki Khanate
The Shaki Khanate established by Haji
Chalabi Khan (1743-1755) turned into a
powerful political force at the end of the
1740s. The sultans of Gabala and Gutgashen had to recognize the authority of the
khan of Shaki. In 1751, the provinces of
Gazakh and Borchali were also subjected
to the Shaki khanate for a certain period.
Having concluded an alliance in 1768,
the khans of Shaki and Guba attacked the
Shamakhi Khanate and divided it. The city
of Shaki was the cultural center of the Shaki
Khanate.
Garabagh Khanate
The Gharabagh Khanate founded by Pan61
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ah-Ali khan Javanshir (1748-1763)
strengthened during the period of struggle
against Iran. Taking the advantage of the
frictions between the heirs of Nader Shah,
Panah-Ali khan expanded his authority
and inﬂuence up to Ardebil. A representative of the Ziyadoglu dynasty backed by
Panah-Ali khan, who interfered the affairs
of Ganja, ascended to the throne there. He
expanded his estates and subordinated
the provinces of Tatev, Sisian, Gafan, and
Mehri. In 1755-1756, Panah-Ali khan
moved his capital to the marvelous castle
of Panahabad built on the top of a high,
precipitous rock. The castle was later renamed Shusha after Shushakend nearby.
Ibrahim-Khalil khan, who succeeded his
father Panah-Ali khan, sought to unite the
Azerbaijani lands. He could spread his inﬂuence to the khanates of Nakhichevan,
Ganja and Tabriz in certain periods.
Guba Khanate
Husein Khan, the founder of the Guba
Khanate (1726-1758) was appointed
khan by the Russian czar in 1726. During
his reign, Salyan and Rudbar were subordinated to Guba. The rise of the state
was related to Fatali Khan. He succeeded
to annex the khanates of Salyan (1755),
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Derbent (1759), Baku (1766), Shamakhi
(1768), and Javad (1768). In the 1760s, the
Guba Khanate was superior economically,
politically and militarily to the most of the
khanates of Azerbaijan and played an important role in political life of the country.
Lankaran (Talysh) Khanate
The political and economic center of this
khanate founded by one of the major local
feudals Seyyid Abbas bey was the walled
town of Lankaran. When Seyyid Abbas
died in 1747 he was succeeded by his son
Jamaladdin Mirza bey, often remembered
as Gara Khan. His reign witnessed a political stability and economic development in
the khanate.
Baku Khanate
Upon the death of Nader Shah in 1747, the
local feudal Mirza Muhammad Aga drove
the shah`s representative Salim out of
Baku and declared himself an independent
khan (1747-1768). The Baku Khanate did
not distinguish from other khanates politically and militarily. Its territory was very
small, of 60 versts in width and 90 versts in
length. Along the entire Absheron Peninsula, the city of Baku and 39 villages formed
the khanate. During the reign of the successors of Mirza Muhammad Khan, the Baku
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Khanate became a dependency of Fatali
Khan of Guba. With the marriage of his
sister Khadija Bika with Malik Muhammad Khan of Baku in 1766, Fatali Khan
secured the dependence of the Baku
Khanate on Guba Khanate.
Ganja Khanate
The khanate was based upon the Ganja
beylerbeyi (principality) ruled hereditarily by the Ziyadoglu dynasty of the Gajar
tribe from the 17th century until 1804 with
brief intervals. The founder of the khanate was Shahverdi Khan Gajar. Ganja was
of great military-political and socio-economic importance. Since its establishment it was a target for the neighboring
feudal lords. The Ganja khans had to
maneuver among the powerful enemies.
Derbent Khanate
Due to his cruel internal policy, Muhammadhuseyn Khan, the founder of the
principality, won the hatred both of the
masses and many representatives of feudal elite. At the request of the commonDerbent population, Fatali Khan of Guba
marched into Derbent in 1759. With the
help of the people, he took control of the
khanate. Ever since, the khanates of Derbent and Guba became a unified state un64
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til the annexation of the northern khanates
of Azerbaijan to Russia.
Shamakhi Khanate
The Shamakhi Khanate emerged as a result of the persistent struggle of local feudal lords and nobility against the foreign
and domestic enemies. Having served
as the capital of the Shirvanshahs and
Shirvan principality for several centuries,
Shamakhi maintained its economic and
commercial importance until the end of the
18th century. Fundamental changes took
place in the political life of Shamakhi after the fall of Nader Shah. In a relatively
small area there appeared two khanates:
New Shamakhi with its center in Agsu
and the Old Shamakhi with its center in
Shamakhi. The dual power in Shamakhi
could not last long. Having strengthened
his position in Old Shamakhi, Muhammad
Said Khan seized New Shamakhi in 1763
and incorporated it into his possessions.
The Old Shamakhi became the center of
the new khanate. However, it was obvious that Shamakhi was open for attacks of
the neighbouring feudals. Frequent attacks
damaged the economic development of
the Shamakhi Khanate, which was then
annexed by Fatali Khan of Guba in 1768.
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Nakhchivan Khanate
The Nakhchivan Khanate was established by Heydarguly Khan of the Kangarli tribe. In order to strengthen the
khanate and protect it from invasions,
Heydarguly Khan (1747-1763/64) relied
on the more powerful Garabagh Khanate
during the first years of his reign. Following Heydarguly Khan`s death, the Nakhchivan Khanate weakened as a result of
struggle for power, which lasted till 1787
and became a target for fight among the
khanates of Khoy, Garabagh, Erivan,
Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti and Iran.
Erivan Khanate
The Erivan Khanate was established on
the basis of the principality of Cokur Sad.
The local feudal lord Mir Mehdi, who led
an anti-Iran uprising in Erivan after Nader
Shah`s death, declared himself khan and
founded the independent Erivan Khanate.
However, it could not cover the entire territory of the former principality, as part of
its lands was included into the Kananate
of Nakhchivan and other khanates. The
center of the khanate was Erivan.
Garadagh Khanate
The Garadagh Khanate was one of the
weak principalities in the Southern Azer66
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baijan. Its founder was the wise ruler of one
of the nomadic tribes Kazim Khan (17481752), who pursued a prudent policy in
regard to the neighboring feudal lords, was
more engaged in internal affairs and constructions, built various public buildings in
his capital Ahar. The Garadagh Khanate lost
its independence after being occupied by
the combined forces of Khoy and Garabagh
khanates in 1782.
Tabriz Khanate
Its founder was Najafgulu Khan (17451780), a prominent representative of the
Dunbuli tribe. He got firmly established in
Tabriz with the assistance Fatali Khan Afshar of Urmia. Therefore, the Tabriz khanate was dependent on Urmia for some time.
The Tabriz Khanate gained full independence after the defeat of Fatali Khan Afshar
by Karim Khan Zend in 1763.
Maragha Khanate
The Maragha Khanate was founded by
Aligulu Khan Mugaddam (1747-1750).
This unimportant principality enjoyed independence until Mohammad Khan Qajar
came to power.
Ardebil Khanate
The founder of the Ardebil Khanate was
the head of the Shahseven tribe Nazar Ali
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Khan (1747-1783) during whose reign
the khanate developed. Through marriage diplomacy Nazar Ali Khan created
friendly relations with Ibrahim Khan of
Garabagh and enjoyed good-neighborly relations with the Lankaran Khanate.
Urmia Khanate
The leader of the Urmia Khanate was Fatali Khan Afshar (1747-1763). Aimed at
expanding his borders, he succeeded
in taking possession of a large area in
the Southern Azerbaijan within a brief
time. The Urmia Khanate lost its previous importance after being defeated
by Karim Khan Zend in 1763.
Khoy Khanate
The first ruler of the Khoy Khanate was
Shahbaz khan (1747-1763). He was appointed governor of the Khoy province
during the rule of Nader Shah. He declared himself independent ruler of Khoy
following Nader Shah`s death. Pursuing
a moderate policy, Shahbaz khan maintained friendly relations with Fatali
Khan Afshar.
Maku Khanate
The founder of the Maku Khanate was
Ahmed Sultan (1747-1778), leader of
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the Bayat tribe and one of the commanders of Nader Shah. Having returned to
his native land upon Nader Shah`s death,
Ahmed Sultan declared himself khan of
the newly-established Maku Khanate. The
capital of the khanate was Maku surrounded by mountains on two sides. The Maku
Khanate included 30 adjacent villages.
Sarab Khanate
The Sarab Khanate was established by
the leader of the Shagaggi tribe Ali khan
(1747-1786). Taking advantage of the chaos upon Nader Shah`s death, Ali khan declared himself khan among his tribesmen.
Besides the above-mentioned khanates,
there existed the Javad Khanate in the intersection of the Rivers Kura and Arax and
the small Salyan Khanate in the mouth of
the River Kura.
According to the treaties of Gulistan
(1813) and Turkmenchay (1828) concluded between Russia and Iran, Azerbaijan
was divided between the two empires: the
northern part of Azerbaijan was annexed
by Russia, while the Southern Azerbaijan
was incorporated into Iran. n
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On February 23, 1918, the supreme governing body of the South
Caucasus -the Transcaucasian Seim
was created. However, serious controversies between Azerbaijani,
Georgian and Armenian factions
of the Sejm on the main issues of
internal and external policy were
soon revealed. The declaration of
an independent Federative Republic of Transcaucasia on April 22,
1918, did not eliminate these contradictions. On May 26, 1918, the
Transcaucasian Seim announced
its dissolution. On the same day,
the Georgian faction declared the
independence of Georgia. On May
27, the Muslim faction constituted
itself into the National Council of
Azerbaijan. After heated arguments,
the decision on the independence
of Azerbaijan and the Declaration
of Independence were adopted. An
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interim government was created. With
its first decree the Republic granted
all citizens equal rights regardless of
nationality, religion, social status and
sex. On June 16, 1918, the National Council and the government moved
from Tbilisi to Ganja. After heavy battles the Islamic Army led by Nuru Pasha liberated Baku from the remnants
of the Centrocaspian Dictatorship on
September 15, 1918. The Azerbaijani
government moved to Baku on September 17, 1918. One of the biggest
successes of the Republic was the recognition of independence of Azerbaijan on January 11, 1920 in the Paris
Peace Conference.
The first parliamentary republic in the
Muslim East, the Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan inherited our ancient
statehood traditions and could set up
contemporary national institutions.
The history of our national parliamentarism dates back to the first meeting
of the Azerbaijani Parliament on December 7, 1918.
The foundation of the Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan was generated by
national revival and the events going
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on in a complicated political period.
The establishment of contemporary
theatres, schools and press in Azerbaijan had an enormous impact on
the national identity of the Azerbaijani people. The creation of the National Army for protecting the population
from the Bolshevik-Armenian plunders was one of the most remarkable
achievements of the Republic. The
Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan
could be compared to traditional democracies in Europe due to its political structure, democratic state-building methods, as well as goals and
objectives.
The Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan officially ceased to exist as a
sovereign state on April 28, 1920 as a
result of the aggression of the Soviet
Russia. n
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On April 28, 1920, the Soviet Socialist Republic of Azerbaijan (Azerbaijan SSR) was established in the territory of the Democratic
Republic of Azerbaijan, which collapsed as a
result of the military aggression of the Soviet
Russia. As a response to the appeal of the Provisional Revolutionary Committee of Azerbaijan on concluding an alliance based on mutual trust and recognition, a telegram was sent
to the Soviet Azerbaijani government on May
5 by V.I.Lenin on behalf of the Soviet of People`s Commissars of the RSFSR who declared
the recognition of the independent Azerbaijan.
The recognition of the independence of the
Azerbaijani government established with the
assistance of the 11th Army of the Soviet Russia was formal. Not only political activity of
Azerbaijan, but also its economy and oil industry, the main area of the national economy,
were led by the representatives of Russia.
The incorporation of Azerbaijan as part of the
Transcaucasian Socialist Federative Soviet
Republic into the newly established USSR
on December 30, 1922, meant the transfer of
the limited rights of ASSR to the center. Even
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though some statehood attributes of Azerbaijan, including its ﬂag, ensign, anthem
and constitution were maintained, it lost
its status as a subject of international law
in many fields. However, great progress
was made in the oil industry, new areas of
industry emerged, power stations were built,
irrigation canals were constructed, agriculture revived with the heroic efforts of the
Azerbaijani people in the 1920-30s. Broad
masses got educated, networks of secondary schools, hospitals and polyclinics, higher and special schools, scientific research
and cultural-educational institutions were
expanded in Azerbaijan. In the 1940-50s,
Azerbaijan entered a new stage of development of economy and culture, while the
1960s can be characterized as a period of decline. Only Heydar Aliyev`s coming to power in 1969 was a turning point in the modern
history of Azerbaijan. Under the leadership
of Heydar Aliyev, the first secretary of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of Azerbaijan, tireless work, unprecedented initiative and huge energy for the
elaboration of complex programs for the dynamic development of the republic became
obvious attributes of the 1970s. The period
of 1970-1985 entered the history Azerbaijani as the most brilliant stage of construction
work. Those years hold an important posi80
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tion in our modern history due to the scale
of changes, character of deep structural reforms in economic and social spheres, new
level of welfare of the population.
The so-called Mountainous Garabagh
problem launched by the Armenian separatists in 1987 become into a new obstacle
in the development of the republic. Since
the first days this problem has been accepted by the people as an attempt aimed
at the violation of the territorial integrity
and constitutional rights of the citizens of
Azerbaijan. Even though the inviolability
of the borders were repeatedly reaffirmed
by the state bodies of various levels, the
policy aimed at separation of the Mountainous Garabagh Autonomous Province
from Azerbaijan was implemented step by
step. The 20 January tragedy committed in
order to break the spirit of fight for national
liberation and insult their national identity,
and demonstrate the power of the Soviet
military machine was actually a military
aggression and crime executed by the totalitarian Communist regime against the
Azerbaijani people. The logical conclusion
of the centrifugal tendency in the entire
territory of the USSR on the background
of ongoing events was the declaration of
independence of Azerbaijan in 1991 after
71 years.n
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With the adoption of the Constitutional
Act on Independence on October 18, 1991,
a new stage of the Azerbaijani history in
the 20th century started. Before that time,
Armenia conducted military operations
against Azerbaijan with the assistance of
the Soviet, later Russian military and political circles. The indecisiveness of the
Azerbaijani authorities could not secure
the economic and political interests and
sovereign rights of Azerbaijan. In that critical situation the government invited Heydar Aliyev to Baku at the insistent demand
of the people. Heydar Aliyev became the
chairman of the Supreme Soviet of on
June 15, 1993, and was elected President
of the Republic of Azerbaijan on October
3, 1993.
With his planned and far-sighted policy,
Heydar Aliyev neutralized the military
opposition, which had let the Armenians
occupy some of our territories. The civil
war and split of the country was prevented. Serious reforms were carried out in
the army. In fact, the army was re-estab85
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lished. Taking into account the national
interests, global changes and rapid globalization of the international system, Heydar
Aliyev conducted pragmatic foreign policy. The relations with the neighboring nations were regulated. Our country joined
a number of international organizations,
the Paris Charter, NATO`s Partnership
for Peace. In 1995, Azerbaijan entered a
new stage. On November 12, 1995, the
first Constitution of independent Azerbaijan was adopted. That year the first
democratic parliamentary elections were
held in our the country. Free political activity and pluralism were promoted. Presidential decrees on ensuring human and
civil rights and freedoms, on freedoms of
speech, thought and press, on abolition
of censorship were issued. Judicial reforms were carried out. Death penalty was
abolished in Azerbaijan, which was the
first case in the East. Important laws on
the development of market economy and
attraction of investments were adopted,
fundamental reforms were conducted.
The “open door” policy and oil strategy
were elaborated and successfully implemented into lifein order to attract foreign
investments. The Contract of the Century
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was signed with the leading oil companies on September 20, 1994. Since, the
interests of the big companies in Azerbaijan grew, while Azerbaijan joined
the leading countries for foreign investments and economic growth rate. The
oil pipelines Baku-Novorossiysk, Baku-Supsa, Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan, as well
as Baku-Tbilisi-Erzurum gas pipeline
play a vital role in the economic security
of our country. President Heydar Aliyev
conducted the policy of peaceful solution of the Armenian-Azerbaijani conﬂict over the Mountainous Garabagh
avoiding bloodshed and destruction.
Thanks to his foresightedness and political will, the position of Azerbaijan was
recognized and supported by 53 states at
the Lisbon Summit of OSCE (December 1996). However, the desconstructive position of Armenia still delays the
settlement of the conﬂict.
In the 21st century the modern Azerbaijan achieves much more successes in democratic, legal and secular
state-building. The Republic of Azerbaijan led by President Ilham Aliyev is the
leading country in the region today. n
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As it is known, the birth of a state is the product of
socio-economic development of human society for millennia. The state emerges in sufficiently high development
stage of society. According to the archeological excavations conducted in the African continent it has been discovered that the age of Homo sapiens is about four millennia. According to the discoveries in the cave of Azykh and
findings in Dimanisi of Georgia bordering with Azerbaijan
it has become evident that man lived in this region two
millennia ago. All this findings are the most ancient relics
connected with man in the Eurasian space.
The favorable natural geographical conditions of Azerbaijan since the ancient times enabled man live in this area.
Numerous archeological relics concerning all the stages of
the development of human society since the Stone (Paleolithic) Age prove the said.
In this long period the human society has gone through
different stages of development. For millennia man lived
with no state at all. The most ancient states of the world
appeared in Mesopotamia and Egypt just five millennia
ago. These qualitative changes in the development in the
human society in other regions of the Earth have taken
place much later. Depending on the local natural conditions they lived in groups consisting of 15-20 people (it
is sometimes called horde). Later there emerged tribes,
dynasties, tribal unions, much later the first state bodies
appeared and began to improve gradually. First they lived
on the ready products of nature (assimilation economy),
hunting and collecting eatables, then passed to producing
economy, that is, tamed the wild beasts and began cattle
breeding and crop cultivation. The consciousness of man
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developed in this process, the tools of production became
perfect, labor productivity began to increase, inequality in
possession of property emerged. These qualitative changes
created foundations for the birth of the ancient states.
Discovery of copper and bronze, later of iron, exerted
great impact on the development of society.
The birth of the ancient states was the natural result of
the internal development processes of societies; nevertheless, external factors also had their impact on it.
For instance, the archeological excavations have
proved that certain groups of men came from Mesopotamia to Azerbaijan and settled there on the eve of the 4th3rd millennia BC.
The scholars explain it with the penetration of metals
into the economic life of man and with his search for the
sources of metals. But there could be other reasons as well.
The researches show that the socio-economic development did not have the same speed in the whole territory of
Azerbaijan. In the southern region of Azerbaijan, close to
the highly developed cultural center of the Ancient Orient,
class society and state bodies emerged much earlier. At
the end of the third millennia, in the beginning of the second millennia BC there emerged strong tribal unions of the
Lullubis and Kutubis which reminded the initial state bodies. The Kutubis even occupied Mesopotamia and reigned
there for 91 years1. In the ninth century BC there appeared
the real Ancient Oriental state of Manna2 in the present
territory of the southern Azerbaijan. Simultaneously with
the birth of the states there emerged big ancient towns as
their administrative, political and economic centers.
In the northern Azerbaijan since the end of the third
millennia BC the elements of inequality began to be observed among the civil population. In the second millennia
BC this process gained speed. The process of transition to
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the class society began; militant tribes and tribal unions
appeared. In the tombs of those times many weapons are
found. Defense fortifications are found around some habitations for sheltering from the attacks of other tribes. Discovery of iron at the end of the second millennia and the
beginning of the first millennia allowed produce weapons
and production tools, and it speeded the further socio-economic development of society.
In the beginning of the seventh century BC there
emerged the kingdom of Media in the south and gradually
the territories of the kingdom of Manna became a part of
it3.
Simultaneously with it, the Scythian tribes began to
march along the western coasts of the Caspian Sea. Herodotus, Father of History, historian of the ancient Greece,
who lived in the fifth century BC, gave comprehensive
information on it (Her. 1, 104, 106). He writes that the
Scythians defeated the Medians in the battle, built their
own state and reigned there for 28 years. Other scholars
say that they reigned there not 28, but about 80 years. The
popular Russian historian I.M. Dyakonov writes that the
kingdom of the Scythians was located in the north of Lake
Urmia, mainly in the territory of the present Republic of
Azerbaijan. Herodotus writes that the Medians headed by
King Kiaksar invited many Scythians as guests, served
abundant drinks, then slaughtered them, drove the rest
from the country and restored their kingdom (Herodotus,
1, 104,106). It becomes evident from this source that the
territory of the kingdom Scythians, that is, the territory of
the southern-east Caucasus was a part of Media4.
In 550 BC Media fell and there emerged the kingdom
of Ahmanids. Within a short period it turned into a big
empire. According to Herodotus, the empire of Ahmanids
covered a vast territory beginning from the northern-east
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Africa, the valley of the Indian River of India, the Indian
Ocean, and Persian Gulf up to the ranges of the mountains of the Caucasus Major. All the southern Caucasus
was also part of this empire. The monuments of Saritepe5
in the district of Gazakh of Azerbaijan, Garachemirli6 in
Shamkir, Gumbati7 in Georgia, and Beniamin8 near Gumri
in Armenia refer to this period. Among these monuments
of great and unordinary importance are the remnants of a
huge palace with a big entrance and the remnants of other
big dwellings discovered near the village of Garachemirli
recently by the International Azerbaijani-German-Georgian Archeological Expedition. It seems that the residence
of the satrap was located there and the whole Southern
Caucasus was ruled from there.
In 330 BC as a result of the marches of Alexander of
Macedonia (Alexander Great) the empire of Ahmanids
fell, two independent states emerged; they were Albania
in the north (the Caucasian Albania) and Atropatena in the
south9.
Later the territory of Azerbaijan became a part of the
Arab Caliphate, and in the ninth century several feudal
states emerged there. Through the centuries the states
which emerged in this territory succeeded each other.
The rich underground and over-ground natural resources of Azerbaijan lured other states to capture this territory
and sometimes it was occupied by strong states.
Historical studies witness that Azerbaijan has a millennia-long history of statehood. The first democratic state in
the whole Orient was established in Azerbaijan in 1918.
At present the independent Republic of Azerbaijan is
the heir of the states existing on this territory in the past.
This Book, which is presented to the readers, speaks
about the ancient states existing in the territory of Azerbaijan up to now and brief information is given about them.
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The Book is based on the researches of the Azerbaijani
historians in this sphere.
Ilyas Babayev
Corresponding member of the National Academy of
Sciences of Azerbaijan, professor
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